
The PulsePoint app is offered to citizens through a 
partnership between these emergency responders. 
Together, these agencies form a cooperative 
consortium of forward thinking first responders, 
passionate about the protection and prosperity of 
their PulsePoint-connected communities.

Sarasotacoad.org  
2200 Ringling Blvd., Suite 2001 

Sarasota, FL 
941-861-5000

@SarasotaCOAD           @SarasotaCOAD

EXAMPLES OF SARASOTA 
COAD PARTNERS

ff Adventist Community Services

ff All Faiths Food Bank

ff Catholic Charities

ff Chamber of Commerce

ff Coastal Behavioral Healthcare

ff Community Alliance of Sarasota County

ff Community Foundation of Sarasota

ff Department of Children and Families

ff Early Learning Coalition

ff Faith-based Organizations

ff First Presbyterian Church

ff First Step of Sarasota

ff Florida Department of Health Sarasota County

ff Goodwill Manasota

ff Gulf Coast Community Foundation 

ff Jewish Family and Children's Services

ff Sarasota County Emergency Management

ff Sarasota County Health and Human Services

ff Sarasota County Public Schools 

ff American Red Cross

ff The Salvation Army

ff United Way Suncoast, Inc.

ff And many other organizations

When a disaster strikes, 2-1-1 will be there to connect 
you to information, relief and recovery resources.

Three ways to connect: dial 211, text your zip code to 
898211, or chat at 211suncoastcares.org

WHAT DOES COAD DO?

ff Brings together government and 
community leaders for emergency 
preparedness and resilience.  

ff Recruits nonprofit, business and community 
organizations to serve in disaster planning, 
response, recovery and mitigation.

ff Communicates, collaborates and 
coordinates requests for assistance for 
unmet needs following a disaster.

ff Holds educational workshops, trainings  
and drills.

ff Provides displays and literature about 
disaster preparation.

ff Provides speakers to organizations about 
disaster preparation.

ff Supports families and individuals in their 
long-term recovery.

“A community’s resilience to disaster 
is based upon citizens preparedness, 
governments preparedness/response, and 
a multi-faceted recovery that leverages 
governmental action, public/private 
partnerships with business/industry, 
and the non-profit community to ensure 
citizens needing assistance do not slip 
through the cracks. COAD provides the 
mechanism to connect the non-profit 
community with business, industry, and 
government to identify citizens who are 
in need creating a force multiplier to 
care for their needs. This coordination, 
communication, and connection through 
COAD makes Sarasota a more resilient 
community.”

Richard A. Collins, Director of Sarasota County 
Emergency Services.
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PARTNERSHIPS IN 
DISASTER RESPONSE 
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“COAD (Community Organizations Active 
in Disaster) coordinates the strategic 
resources in our community to provide 
services for those affected by a disaster 
and requires assistance to recover.  We 
connect resources from non-profits, 
businesses, industries and government 
to foster resiliency in our community’s 
recovery process.” 

John Livingston, Chief Operations Officer of All 
Faiths Food Bank and COAD Chair.

MISSIONWHAT IS THE 
SARASOTA COAD?

LONG-TERM RECOVERY 
COMMITTEE (LTRC)

Sarasota Community Organizations Active in 
Disaster (COAD) is a collective of humanitarian 
organizations, government agencies, faith-based 
organizations and businesses with disaster 
planning responsibilities and capabilities.  

COAD was formed after Hurricane Charley, in 
recognition of the need for community-wide 
emergency disaster response. 

It is a true community collaboration that exists not 
only to enhance services to disaster survivors but 
also to solidify long-lasting relationships.

To foster effective, streamlined service delivery 
to people affected by disaster, while eliminating   
unnecessary duplication of effort, through 
cooperation in the four phases of a disaster: 
preparation, response, recovery, and mitigation.

The Sarasota COAD has been designated by 
Sarasota County as the responsible entity for 
individual long-term recovery.  

The LTRC consists of key disaster organizations 
that coordinate efforts among human services 
and housing agencies to address unmet needs of 
families and individuals.
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PREPAREDNESS RESPONSE

MITIGATION RECOVERY

“Our community is well positioned to 
respond in a disaster because of the 
relationships and partnerships developed 
between the community organizations 
active in disasters. At the core of this 
network is a commitment to collaborate 
and cooperate with each other. Sarasota 
COAD is vital for our community’s disaster 
response to be effective.”

The Rev. Bruce Wismer, National Response Team 
– Presbyterian Church


